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	MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME FOR FILING A PETITION FOR CERTIORARI


Defendant respectfully motions the Court for an extension of time for filing a writ of certiorari. 

1. The delay in filing a Petition for a Writ of Certiorari was unintentional and unavoidable.


Despite the fact that this petition is being filed beyond the customary deadline of 30 days from the District Court judgment, I ask the court to consider this petition on the grounds that the delay was both unavoidable and unintentional.


I am not a lawyer, and I have been relying on the Colorado Judicial Branch Self-Help Center (http://www.courts.state.co.us/chs/court/forms/selfhelpcenter.htm) for instructions on how to appeal this case through the Colorado Judicial System.  The Self-Help Center makes no mention of the fact that the proper place to appeal a District Court decision based on an appeal from County Court is actually directly to the Supreme Court, nor does it make any mention of any deadline for filing a Petition for Certiorari.  Further, the Colorado Judicial Branch website refers to the Supreme Court as “the state’s court of last resort” which further implies to those seeking self help that the Colorado Court of Appeals (which has a longer, 45 day deadline for properly filing an appeal) would be the proper place to next appeal the case.  As such, I filed a timely notice of appeal with the Colorado Court of Appeals on February 12, 2003.  At that time, I had no practical way of anticipating or discerning the requirement that this appeal should instead be directed to the Supreme Court until I received a copy of the District Attorney's Motion for Dismissal of my appeal to the Colorado Court of Appeals this past week.


Additionally, since there is no information on preparing or filing a Petition for a Writ of Certiorari, nor any forms or examples available from the Colorado Judicial Branch Self-Help Center, it took significantly longer for me to get time off from work and commute down to the Court (a three and a half hour drive round trip) to gain access to some exemplary petitions and discover the petitioning deadline and resulting need for the present motion.


Since becoming aware of situation, I have prepared the present motion and a Petition for a Writ of Certiorari as expediently as possible, and due to the unintentional and unavoidable nature of the missed deadline for filing this petition, petitioner respectfully asks that the Court grant an extension of time for the filing of a Petition for a Writ of Certiorari.

Done this 27th day of February, 2003.

________________________________________


Signature of Petitioner 

John Q. Public

345 Stonecave Road

Bedrock, CO 81234________________________


Name, Address of Petitioner

(123)456-7890____________________________

Telephone Number of Petitioner
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John Q. Public


